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must also work diplomatically with 
Iran and Syria during this deliberate 
redeployment. While these two coun-
tries are currently involved destruc-
tively in this war, according to our in-
telligence community, these nations 
want stability in Iraq after our depar-
ture and, therefore, can play a con-
structive role. 

I have consistently argued that a 
planned end to our military engage-
ment is necessary and that such a date 
certain deadline would force Iraqi lead-
ers to assume responsibility, providing 
Iran and Syria the incentive to prevent 
violence otherwise caused by our de-
parture. 

Our troops could either return home 
or deploy to regions such as Afghani-
stan, where terrorists pose a threat to 
our security, while others remain at 
our existing bases in Kuwait, Bahrain, 
the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, and 
on aircraft carrier and amphibious 
groups to ensure our interests in the 
region as we did prior to invading Iraq. 

Because our Army must either start 
a lengthy redeployment or risk unrav-
eling, we have the catalyst for a bipar-
tisan agreement to end this war with a 
stable Iraq if we also work with Iran 
and Syria to meet this goal. However, 
this opportunity for a bipartisan con-
gressional approach to convince the 
President to use diplomacy to bring 
about a stable accommodation in Iraq 
once our troops redeploy will undoubt-
edly require an initial redeployment 
deadline that is a ‘‘goal’’ instead of a 
‘‘date certain.’’ Therefore, despite my 
continuing belief that a date certain is 
the best leverage we have to change 
Iraqis’ and regional nations’ behavior, 
when faced with the otherwise assured 
consequences of a bipartisan stalemate 
on resolving the tragic misadventure in 
Iraq, this compromise is needed for 
America’s security. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 
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WE MOURN THE PASSING OF 
SHEIK SATTAR BUZAIGH AL 
RISHAWI 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, scripture 
tells us to mourn with those who 
mourn and to grieve with those who 
grieve. I rise today to join our allies 
and his family and neighbors and 
friends to grieve the passing by assas-
sination last week of a courageous 
Iraqi in Anbar province, Sheik Abdul 
Sattar Buzaigh al Rishawi, a man 37 
years of age that I had the privilege of 

meeting this last April when I visited 
Falluja in Ramadi. 

It was there that I learned from Gen-
eral Odierno, as well, in our nearly 1- 
hour meeting with Sheik Sattar about 
how what has come to be known, Mr. 
Speaker, globally as the Anbar Awak-
ening was born. You see, it was this 
Iraqi sheik, whose father had been 
killed by al Qaeda in Iraq, his three 
brothers had been murdered by al 
Qaeda, who said sometime in late 2006, 
‘‘I have had enough.’’ What the general 
told me, and the Sheik affirmed, as he 
came across the river in Ramadi, sat 
down with the Marines perhaps in the 
same room where we are pictured here, 
and said, ‘‘How can we, as Sunni sheik 
leaders, work with you, American 
forces, and the Maliki government to 
rid Ramadi, to rid al Anbar of al 
Qaeda?’’ 

It was the end of a bloody year in 
2006, just a few months earlier that 
Ramadi was at the very center of what 
was called the Triangle of Death. Ac-
cording to National Intelligence Esti-
mates, Ramadi was so far gone that it 
could not be reclaimed militarily. But 
Sheik Sattar stepped forward. He had a 
vision for driving terrorists from his 
community. As General Petraeus and 
Ambassador Crocker reported to Con-
gress last week and independent orga-
nizations, like the Brookings Institu-
tion, a left-leaning think tank, have 
confirmed, because of the leadership of 
Sheik Sattar and over 42 other Iraqi 
sheiks that he recruited, Anbar prov-
ince is transformed. The city of 
Ramadi is transformed. It has truly 
been a miraculous turnaround with the 
virtual elimination of al Qaeda in west-
ern Iraq being the result. 

Iraqi military leaders say to the 
world media, ‘‘We considered the sheik 
our first line of defense.’’ President 
Bush just 10 days ago met with Sheik 
Sattar in Ramadi to celebrate the first 
anniversary of the Anbar Awakening. 
Of his passing, the interior ministry 
named a national police brigade after 
him. The leader of that ministry said, 
‘‘We will be building a great statue for 
Sheik Sattar Buzaigh al Rishawi at the 
entrance of Anbar province so it will be 
a witness to his great accomplishments 
and those of the people of Iraq.’’ 

Amidst the thousands who gathered 
for his funeral on Friday in Ramadi, 
his brother would say, ‘‘All of Anbar is 
Abu Risha, so Abu Risha has not been 
killed.’’ He went on to say, ‘‘I pledge to 
you, my father, my brother, my cous-
ins, we will follow the road taken by 
Sheik Abdul Risha. We will follow it 
until we kill the last terrorist in Iraq.’’ 
I was pleased to see that even this Sun-
day U.S. military forces took into cus-
tody a man believed to have been in-
volved in his assassination. 

We mourn with those who mourn. In 
my meeting with Sheik Sattar, he said 
a few things to me I will never forget. 
He said, ‘‘Congressman PENCE, when 
you go home, tell your people that we 
in Anbar believe that an attack on an 
American is an attack on an Iraqi.’’ He 

said, ‘‘Anyone who points a weapon at 
an American is pointing a weapon at 
an Iraqi.’’ He also looked at me, at age 
37, wearing those flowing robes with a 
pinstripe suit underneath them, he 
looked at me, and he said through 
those warm brown eyes, he said, ‘‘Any-
one who tells you that Iraqis don’t like 
Americans is lying to you.’’ He said, 
‘‘Iraqis love Americans.’’ And then he 
asked me, sitting at Camp Falluja and 
Ramadi, why we would even discuss 
permanently leaving Iraq. 

He was a man of hope, a man of cour-
age, a man of conviction. I mourn his 
loss as should every American and 
every freedom-loving citizen of the 
world mourn the passing of Sheik 
Sattar. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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JENA SIX 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I am 
very pleased to see that the Third Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals has tossed out 
the conviction of aggravated battery 
for 17-year-old Mychal Bell. I can no 
longer be silent about the ongoing 
struggle for justice for the six high 
school students in Jena, Louisiana, 
known as the Jena Six. These young 
boys, who were arrested after a racially 
charged school fight and charged with 
attempted murder following a noose 
hanging incident now face the prospect 
of losing much of their young lives to 
a tainted criminal justice system. 

I have carefully reviewed all of the 
news accounts of the events sur-
rounding this most troubling case. I 
have talked with the parents, and I 
have talked with the attorneys. I re-
main convinced that this case is a re-
sult of long-standing, deep-seated ra-
cial divisions in Jena, Louisiana. 

It seems unreasonable that on a 
school campus the administration was 
unaware of the fact that white students 
had claimed the space under a tree and 
declared it off limits to black students. 
Even so, once the black students asked 
permission of the administration to sit 
under the tree and were granted per-
mission to sit under the tree, the 
school should have recognized that a 
problem was brewing. The school 
should have initiated discussions sur-
rounding the residual racial issues that 
existed in order to avoid a confronta-
tion. 

After the black students sat under 
the tree, it is reported that the white 
students responded by hanging three 
hangman’s nooses in a tree. Given this 
country’s history of racially motivated 
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